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2. 


lor.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1946,  which  is 
submitted  in  accordance  with  Circular  13/47#  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
I  regret  that  the  Report  is  published  so  late  in  the  year,  but  earlier 
publication  has  been  prevented  by  pressure  of  work. 


The  health  of  the  inhabitants  was  good,  the  incidence 


of  infectious  disease  being  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  yc&r*  The 
birth  rate  was  good  and  the  death  rate  low. 


The  termination  of  the  War  has  presented  the  Council 


with  a  number  of  problems  having  a  bearing  upon  health.  Housing  con¬ 
struction  is  easily  the  most  urgent  need,  but  this  is  linked  with  that 
of  water  supplies,  and  drainage.  In  addition  there  are  a  number  of 
less  urgent  matters.  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  questions  will  be 
answered  in  due  time. 


It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  place  on  record  my 


appreciation  of  the  support  which  the  Council  has  given  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  throughout  the  year.  I  have  to  acknowledge  also 
the  assistance  given  me  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  and  through¬ 
out  the  year  by  my  colleagues,  Mr.  H.W.  Orme,  Clerk  to  the  Council, 

Mr.  A. T.  Thomas,  Financial  Officer,  and  Mr.  2.L.  Jordan,  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


NOVEMBER  1947 


3 


.'•CTI ON  A.  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA:- 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1946) 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 
Registrar  General's  Estimated  Resident  Population 

Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year:- 


•  •  • 

t  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  »  « 

•  •  • 


t  •  t 

0  •  • 
0  0  0 
•  00 


0  • 
0  0 
0  0 
•  ♦ 
•  • 


•  • 

•  • 


49,867 

2,345 

33,807 

£138.12.5d. 

8,541 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ... 


21.1 


Stillbirths  Rate  per 

1,000  Total  Births 

(Live  &  Still) 

•  00 

21.7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated  resident  population  ( 

crude) . . 

13.0 

Deaths  from  .Puerperal 

Causes:- 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths 

Total  Births. 

Heading  No.  29  ... 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

NIL 

NIL 

Heading  No.  30  ... 

Other  Puerperal 
Causes 

NIL 

NIL 

Death  Rate  of  Infants 

under  One  Year  of 

Age:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

16.7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

18.2 

Illegitimate  Infants 

per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 

0  0  0 

NIL 

The  Ledbury  Rural  District  lies  in  the  south  east  of  the 
County,  the  Malvern  Hills  forming. the  eastern  boundary  of  the  area.  It  is 
purely  rural  in  character  and  dairy  farming,  fruit  and  hop  growing  are 
important  occupations.  The  few  other  industries  carried  out  are  dependant 
upon  agriculture. 


Population : 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  resident 
population  is  8,541,  but  during  the  month  of  September  there  is  a  large 
influx  of  population  for  the  hop-picking.  It  is  probable  that  the  population 
is  temporarily  increased  by  80^6  for  a  period  of  from  four  to  six  weeks 
depending  upon  the  crop.  It  is  estimated  that  half  of  this  increase  is  due 
to  children  under  14  years  of  age. 

The  estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house 
is  3.6.  The  average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  is  0.047,  and  the 
estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  acre  is  0,171*  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  was  69* 

Births : - 

A  total  of  180  live  births  (95  males  and  85  females)  were 
registered,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  21.1  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
resident  population,  compared  with  19*1  for  England  and  ’.ales. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  15  (6  males 
and  9  females)  which  is  8. 3T-  of  the  total  live  births. 

Stillbirths:  - 


There  were  4  stillbirths  registered,  which  gives  a  rate  of  21.7  per 
thousand  of  the  total  births,  or  0.47  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
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Deaths :  - 


The  actual  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  having  occurred 
within  the  Rural  District  is  111,  after  deduction  of  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  and  the  addition  of  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  outside 
the  District.  This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  13.0  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  resident  population. 


A  Table  of  Causes  of  Death  according  to  sex  is  given  at  the 
end.  of  this  Report. 


Infant  Mortality : - 

There  were  three  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age, 
giving  a  infantile  mortality  rate  of  1 6 . 7  per  1,000  live  births. 

Cancer  Deaths: - 

There  were  10  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  (5  males  and  3  females) 
which  represents  a  cancer  death  rate  of  1.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea: - 

No  deaths  of  children  under  two  years  of  age  were  certified 
to  be  due  to  diarrhoea. 


SUCTION  B.  -  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THD  AREA: - 


Laboratory  Facilities: - 


No  change  has  been  made  in  the  facilities  for  the  laboratory 
examination  of  clinical  materials  and  water  and  milk.  These  examinations 
are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  maintained  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  under  the  Lmergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  at 
County  Offices,  Hereford,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  Dwarf  Jones. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  on  behalf 
of  the  Department 

Specimens  Examined : 


Swabs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

11 

oputum  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Water  -  Bacteriological 

•  •  • 

4 

Bxamination  . 

•  •  • 

46 

Water.-  Chemical  .examination 

•  #  • 

36 

Ambulance  Facilities 


Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  from  the  towns  of 
Ledbury,  Malvern  and  Hereford.  Infectious  disease  is  dealt  with  by  the 
ambulance  stationed  at  the  Stretton  Sugwas  Hospital. 

Hospitals: 

There  are  no  hospitals  Yd. thin  the  District,  the  needs  of 
which  are  net  by  the  facilities  provided  in  the  general  hospitals  in 
Ledbury,  Malvern  and  Hereford.  Accommodation  for  the  treatment  of 
infectious  disease  is  provided  by  the  Council  at  the  Stretton  Sugwas 
Hospital  belonging  to  the  Hereford  Rural  District  Council. 


Clinics : 


An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  hoJ.d  every  fortnight  in  the 
parish  of  Colwall  by  a  voluntary  committee  with  assistance  from  the  Hereford¬ 
shire  County  Council.  A  similar  clinic  is  held.-  at  Ledbury  which  is  available 
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to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eural  District. 


SECTION 


n 

^  0 


-  SANITARY  CiRClL£TRNCL3  OF  THE  ATDEHA :  — 


Water:  ~ 


The  water  supplies  of  the  area  are  some  what  diverse  in 
character,  ranging  from  public  wells,  numerous  priva.te  shallow  wells, 
small  private  piped  schemes  and  mains  of  public  supplies.  The  only  water 
supplies  vested  in  the  Loco.l  Authority  are  a.  few  public  wells. 

The  control  which  the  public  health  sta.ff  is  able  to  exert  over 
so  many  separate  supplies  is  therefore  somewhat  incomplete.  Nevertheless,  36 
samples  of  water  were  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  chemical  examination  and  46 
for  bacteriologica.l  examination.  Supplies  from  shallow  wells  appear  to  give  ; 
most  difficulty,  and  13  wells  were  found  to  require  cleansing  and  repair. 

The  only  chlorina.ted  supplies  within  the  area  are  those  of  the 
Malvern  Urban  District  Council  in  the  parish  of  Colwall,and  Ledbury  Urban 
District  Council  in  the  po.rish.es  of  Eastnor  and  Ledbury  Rural. 

The  Malvern  mains  supply  the  greater  part  of  Colwall  parish, 
but  two  small  piped  schemes  also  operate  in  this  parish.  There  are  no  stand 
pipes  in  use,  and  separate  services  connect  432  dwelling  houses  to  mains. 

Small  piped  schemes  also  operate  in  Eastnor  parish  (91  dwellings) 
Much  Marcle  (17  dwellings),  and  Tarrington  (26  dwellings),  altogether  it  is 
estimated  that  approximately  2,500  inhabitants  one  connected  to  piped  water 
supplies. 

No  new  sources  of  public  we. tor  supply  were  developed  during 
the  year  and  no  extensions  of  public  water  mains  were  carried  out.  As  the 
year  1 946,  was  one  of  moderate  rainfall  more  or  less  evenly  distributed 
throughout  the  year,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  shortage  of  water,  and 
the  supplies  appear  to  be  of  good  quality  apart  from  that  supplied  by  thirteen 
shallow  wells  which  required  cleansing  and  repair. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage : - 

The  parish  of  Colwall  is  provided  with  a  modern  system  of 
public  sewers  but  there  are  still  a  few  dwellings  which  are  not  yet  connected. 

A  small  disposal  works  is  provided,  this  is  of  an  old  type  but  function 
fairly  satisfactorily.  The  possibility  of  renovation  of  these  works  is  a 
matter  which  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Council  and  expert  advice  is 
being  obtained. 


In  addition  to  the  Colwall  system,  there  is  a.  short  length  of 
public  sewer  in  the  parish  of  Bosbury. 

No  extensions  of  public  or  private  sowers  wa.s  carried  out 
during  the  year,  but  19  new  dra.ins  yre re  provided  to  dwellings  and  three  new 
drains  constructed  for  other  premises.  Five  existing  drains  were  found  to 
be  d/ofective  and  the  necessary  repairs  were  carried  out. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  27  tests  of  drains  in  the  course 

of  his  duties. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  chief  rivers  flowing  through  the  district  are  the  Leadon, 
the  Frome  and  the  Cradley  Brook,  all  are  quite  small. 

The  condition  of  these  streams  was  satisfactory  apart  from 
the  River  Lwadon  as  it  passes  through  the  vicinity  of  Ledbury,  where  there  is 
some  evidence  of  pollution.  This  has  received  the  attention  of  your  officers 
and  will  be  solved  in  part  by  the  installation  of  a  new  purification  system 
at  an  industrial  establishment.  Plans  of  this  have  been  prepared  although 
it  would  appear  that  some  time  will  elapse  before  the  work  may  be  commenced. 
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'll  nr, t  A  c  commode,  t  ion :  - 

It  is  that  about  ono  third  of  all  the  dwelling 

houses  ore  provided  with  water  closets  and  the  remainder  use  earth  closets, 
these  water  closets  are  concentrated  in  the  parish  of  Colwall,  as  this 
pa.rish  has  an  adequate  piped  water  scheme. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  secure  a  conversion  from 
the  conservancy  systems  where  possible  and  during  the  year  three  privies 
were  converted  to  pail  closets  and  eight  converted  to  water  closets*  whilst 
four  pail,  closets  were  converted  to  water  closets.  Conversions  therefore 
resulted  in  the  provision  of  twelve  water  closets  and  three  pail  closets. 

Public  Cleansing: - 

A  system  of  weekly  domestic  refuse  collection  is  in  operation 
in  the  parish  of  Colwall,  the  collection  being  carried  out  under  contract 
by  a  motor  vehicle,  and  disposal  is  made  by  tipping.  The  parish  tip  is  small, 
conveniently  situa.ted  and  well  maintained.  The  Council  does  not  under¬ 
take  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  or  the  cleansing  and  emptying  of  cess¬ 
pools  and  privies. 


There  is  no  refuse  collection  in  the  other  parishes  of 
the  District.  The  Council,  not  being  a  highway  c.uthority  does  not  carry 
out  street  cleansing. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area:- 

Mr.  E«E.  Jordan,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council,  con¬ 
tinued  to  discharge  his  duties  with  his  eustomary  efficiency,  and  was 
joined  during  the  yea. r  by  Hr.  E.  G.  Watkins,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  had  been  serving  overseas  with  H.M.  Forces. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  following 
statement  furnished  in  accordance  with  Articles  27  (Sub-section  18)  of 
the  Sanitary  (Outside  London)  Regulations  1 935 • — 

Inspections : - 


Genera.l  Sanitation  .  ..,  .  46 

Building  Byelaws  . .  ...  . .  130 

Bc.kehouses  ...  .  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies .  . .  136 

Dr  a.  mage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Fa.ctories  (without  mechanical  power)  . .  ...  2 

Factories  (with  mechanical  power)  .  10 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 46 

Hop  and  Fruit  Pickers  Quarters  ...  . .  91 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  21 

Schools  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Unsound  Food  ...  5 

Water  Supply  .  .  87 


Total  ....  ...  730 

Notices  Issued: - 

Inf  ormal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Statutory  (re  Housing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Statutory  (other  Acts)  ...  .  ...  5 

37 


Total 


•  •  • 
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Hu;  ma.ry  of  Defects  Remedied:  - 


Wells  Cleansed  and  Repaired  . .  13 

Houses  supplied  from  Waterworks  .  5 

House  Brains  Constructed  or  Reconstructed  ...  ...  21+ 
Drains,  Cleansed,  Trapped  or  Ventilated  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  Rectified  .  2 

Defective  W. C's,  Sinks  or  Urinals  Rectified  ...  1 

Drains  and  Sanitary  Fillings  Repaired  .  2 

New  W.C. *s  Provided  .  9 

Disinfections  Following  Disease  . .  7 

Privies  Converted  to  Pail  Closets  . .  3 

Privies  Converted  to  Water  Closets  .  8 

Pail  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets  .  1+ 


Total  defects  remedied. .  83 


School  Closures: - 

Only  one  school  closure  was  found  to  bd  necessary  on  health 
grounds  during  the  year,  as  the  Colwall  Hill  Infants  School  was  closed  from 
7th  to  15th  November,  inclusive,  oh  .account  of  measles* 

Hop  and  Fruit  Pickers  Quarters: - 

As.  the.  District  is  an  important  hop-growing  area,  during  the 
month  of  September,  the  pojjulation  is  greatly  increased  by  employment 
of  persons  in  hop-picking.  Living  accommodation  for  pickers  is  provided  by 
over  seventy  growers  and  these  are  inspected  from  time  to  time  whilst  in  use. 

On  one  farm,  where  previously  the  quarters  had  been  found  to 
scarcely  comply  with  the  byelaws,  a  new  building  of  c.  most  satisfactory  type 
was  provided  by  the  grower. 

There  is  considerable  variation  in  the  number  of  resident 
pickers  employed  on  the  separate  farms,  varying  from  about  20  or  30  on  the 
smaller  farms  to  about  500  on  the  largest. 

Camping  Sites: - 

Camping  in  the  district  appears  to  be  confined  to  Eastnor 
parish  during  the  month  of  August,  where  camps  for  boy  scouts  are  held  each 
year  in  Eastnor  Park.  These  are  very  satisfactory. 

No  licences  for  camping  sites  were  granted  by  the  Council  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Hea.lth  Act  1936. 

Four  School  harvest  camps  organised  by  the  County  Executive 
Agricultural  Committee  were  accommodated  within  the  area.  Camping  does 
not  constitute  a  major  problem  and  it  is  es time. ted  that  the  maximum  number 
of  persons  camping  on  a  particular  day  did  not  exceed  200 

Era.dica.tion  of  Bed  Bugs:- 

No  dwelling  house  was  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs,  and 
no  action  was  therefore  necessary. 

Swimming  Baths: - 

There  are  two  privately  owned  swimming  pools  open  to  the  public 
situated  within  the  District.  These  are  modern  pools,  well  equipped  and 
provided  with  circulating  and  filtration  plant.  The  open  air  swimming 
pool  owned  by  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  Council  which  is  open  to  the 
public,  lies  within  the  Rural  District  boundary.  This  is  an  old  fashioned 
type  of  pool  and  its  use  is  justified  chiefly  as  a  means  of  keeping  younger 
members  of  the  community  out  of  less  satisfa.ctoiy  water. 

Four  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were  sent  for  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  examine. t ion  from  baths  in  full  use.  Both  showed  the  water  to  be  of 
the  standard  of  good  quality  pota.ble  water. 
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Factories  Act  1937 ’•  - 

The  number  of  factories  with  mechanical  power  registered 
with  the  Local  Authority  was  thirteen,  while  the  number  without  mechanical 
power  so  registered  was  seven.  Twelve  inspections  of  these  premises 
were  made  and  as  a  result  new  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  at  two 
factories  by  informal  action. 

SECTION  D,  -  HOUSING: - 


The  main  housing  feature  of  the  year  was  the  commencement  of 
actual  building  for  the  Council  of  twelve  dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 
Owing  to  prevailing  conditions  progress  was  ro.th.er  slow  and  no  dwelling  was 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Private  owners  commenced  the  construction 
of  six  dwellings  and  five  of  these  were  completed  on  31st  December. 

As  regards  housing  inspections  146  such  inspections  were 
made  respecting  105  dwellings.  There  are  still  a.  number  of  dwell ings.mnf it 
for  habitation  occupied,  but  this  can  be  relieved  only  by  the  erection  of 
new  dwellings.  The  acquisition,  by  the  Council,  of  sites  for  new  houses 
is  a  difficult  matter  a,s  water  supplies  ar e  not  too  plentiful  and  seldom 
available  in  the  appropriate  spot.  The  District  is  not  very  favoured  with 
waiter  supplies  that  can  be  developed  and  in  the  absence  of  a  fairly  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  the  shallow  well  would  appear  to  be  a  practical  solution  in 
some  instances. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  105 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  146 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-heading 

(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  regulations,  1925  and  1932.  NIL 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  NIL 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  ste.te  so 
dangero’iH  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  • • •  NIL 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  proceeding  sub-heading)  found  not  bo  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  NIL 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notices 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ,  q.  ••• 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  ycar:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  ofi  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs,  ...  ••• 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  owners  • • •  • • • 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b)  -  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  bo  remedied  ... 


72 


NIL 


NIL 

NIL 


62 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  forna.l  notices :- 


(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  4 

O)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  NIL 

(c)  -  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 
(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  NIL 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  NIL 

(d)  -  Proceedings  under  section  1 2  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(l)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  NIL 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Clesing  Ofders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . .  NIL 


Housing  Act,  1936,  -  Part  IV.  -  Overcrowding: 

(a)  -  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .... 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

(b)  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ... 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 


.  54  (approx,) 
60  (approx. ) 
380  (approx. ) 

NIL 

NIL 


Overcrowding  does  not  constitute  a  major  housing  problem 
in  the  area,  occasional  cases  do  occur  from  time  to  time,  but  again,  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  is  a  matter  of  the  erection  of  nev/  dwellings. 

The  most  useful  type  of  dwelling  still  remains  that  with  three  bedrooms,  for 
the  modern  family  is  generally  small  and  can  be  accommodated  in  such  a  house. 


SECTION  E.  -  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD:- 

Milk: - 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  147  wholesale  purveyors  were 
registered  with  the  Local  Authority,  under  the  Milk  a.nd  Da.iries  Order,  19.26, 
and  54  retail  purveyors  were  so .  registered.  These  figures  are  identica.1  * 
with  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  inspections  of  cowsheds  and 
dairies  made  was  136. 

One  case  of  undulant  fever  was  notified  to  the  Department  in 
May,  and  as  a  result  of  the  usual  investigation  it  wa.s  found  that  a  second 
ca.se  had  occurred  in  the  dame  parish  and  that  both  patients  :  were  supplied 
from  the  same  retail  milk  purveyor.  As  the  dairy  was  situated  in  the 
district  of  another  Sanitary  Authority,  the  medical  officer  of  health  for 
that  district  was  informed.  As  a  result  of  that  officer's  action,  it 
was  found  that  in  the  herd  from  which  the  milk  was  obtained,  three  cows 
were  found  to  give  milk  which  contain  ed  the  organism  Brucella  abortus > 
which  causes  undulant  fever  in  man. 

As  a  result  of  a.ction  taken  by  the  appropriate  Authority  no 
further  cases  of  this  disease  occurred. 

One  sanple  of  milk  was  submitted  by  the  Boxcar tment  for 
bacteriological  examination  in  connection  with  this  milk,  it  gave  a  positive 
agglutination  test  for  this  organism. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  is  no  power  to  stop  the 
sale  of  milk  infected  with  this  particular  organism  ancl  that  whilst  efficient 
pasteurisation  would  have  rendered  the  milk  safe  for  hugjan  consumption,  no 
pasteurisation  plant  was  available.  The  owner  of  one  pasteurisation  plant 
situated  in  another  district,  refused  to  accept  infected  milk  on  his  premises. 

There  are  no  plants  for  the  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation 
of  milk  situated  within  the  district  an  no  licences  or  supplementary  licences 
for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  were  granted  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  < 

Four  samples  of  water  from  registered  dairies  were  sent  for 
examination.  In  addition,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  submitted  1 36  samples  of 
milk  under  the  Milk (Special  Designations)  Order,  as  sampling  officer  of  the 
County  Council. 

Ice  Cream: - 

Ice  cream  reappeared  in  the  district  as  an  article  of  food 
after  an  absence  of  some  years.  Three  premises  were  registered  with  the 
Local  Authority  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  this  food. 

Water  Cress :  - 


No  action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  this  food. 


Shell  Fish : - 


No  action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  this  food. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods : - 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  within  the  District, 
all  slaughtering  for  meat  for  human  consumption  is  now  carried  out  at  the 
Central  Abattoir  in  Hereford.  The  necessity  for  inspection  of  slaughterhouses 
did  not  arise. 

A  certain  amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  time  is  devoted 
to  the  inspection  of  food  exposed  for  sale  etc.,  and  in  the  course  of  this 
work  the  following  food  was  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion:  - 


Chopped  Ham  . . . 
Beef  Sausage  ... 
Sausage  Meat  . . » 
Sausage  Dolls  . . . 
Pork  Pics 


17  tins. 
16  lbs. 

5  lbs. 

3  doz. 

2  doz. 


No  cases  of  food  poisoning  or  suspected  food  poisoning  were 
notified  to  the  Department. 


SIC  T I  ON  F,  -  PjWALDNGA  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFACTIOUS  DISEASE:  - 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disec.se  for  the  year 
1946,  amounted  to  102  notified  confirmed  cases,  which  shows  a  considerable 
reduction  upon  the  figure  of  187  notificc-tions  for  the  previous  year. 

Measles  was  chiefly  responsible  for  this  total  of  102,  as  78 
cases  were  notified,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  three  cases  notified 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  occurred  in  the  third  end  fourth  quarters  of 
the  year.  Indeed  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  particularly  free  from 
notifiable  disease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  disease 
received  during  the  year:- 


Ilf 


coriFUii  ,  :d  Givi  Li.' if  cases  ,  for  each  quarter  according  to  sex. 


!  .  ;1st.  Quarter. 

2nd.  Quarter. 

3rd.  r 

uarter. 

4th  Quarter^  Year  1 

Disease 

L .  M. | 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F.  SM. 

F. 

Measles 

. 

1 

. 

27 

1 

18 

29  i 

rr 

;47 

31 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

r 

- 

1 

• 

- 

am 

7 

- 

8 

Diphtheria 

M 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

_ 

- 

m 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

Erysipelas 

M 

- 

- 

m 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Undulant  Fever 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

•• 

! 

J 

■ 

L  

L 

All  Discnsos 

_ 

A 

1 

27 

23  :  42 

IL 

*1-8 

Tho  incidence  of  measles  wus  highest  in  and  around  Colwall 
parish,  and  tho  largo  proportion  of  males  affected  in  tho  third  quarter  of 
the  year  resulted  from  the  dison.so  appearing  in  a  boarding  sohool  for  boys. 
The  seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  tho  year  all  arose 
in  a  boarding  school  for  girls  at  Colwall. 

This  increased  incidence  of  disease  in  the  Colwall  area  is 
not  unusual  as  this  is  the  most  urbanised  pant  of  tho  district. 

Tho  relative  freedom  from  disease  could  bo  attributed  to 
inefficient  notification,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  notification  is 
efficient  and  that  tho  figures  give  a  reliable  index  of  tho  actual  incidence 
of  disease. 


The  following  tabic  gives  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
in  certain  ago  groups 


r - 

Disease. 

Under  ,  .  1  1 

1  ,  l  +  :2+!  3+  :4+:  5 * 

10+ 

■ 

15+!20+i35+ 

/+?+ 

6£+ 

Totals. 

Measles 

1  ■  !  !  » 

2  i  ij  2;  4j  7: 31 

24 

5 

mm 

2 

mm 

78 

(Pneumonia 

- 

-1  -  -i  i!  - 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

«■» 

7 

- 

- 

_ 

• 

- 

8 

Diphtheria 

-i  ••!  i!  -  - 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

-j  2,  -=  1;  4 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Erysipelas 

"I  -  "i  "  - 

1 

1 

2 

Undulant  Fever 

- 

i  ♦  i 

"i  "j."j  ’  ’ 

1 

** 

1 

Totals 

2 

t  ;  j  • 

1  !  4t  5:  9136 

31 

1 

6 

2 

4 

i  i 

}  102 

HOSPITAL  CASES  AND  DEATHS. 


Disease.  Cases  Admitted 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

, 

Measles 

i 

Pneumonia 

1 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

- 

Diphtheria 

2 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

j  Erysipelas 

j  Undulant  Fever 
1  _ 

1 

It  will  be  seen  that  three  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred, 
one  of  which  occurred  in  a  child  under  school  age  who  had  not  previously 
received  prophylactic  treatment.  Two  of  these  cases  ocourred  in  hop- 
pickers  temporarily  resident  in  the  District. 

Three  deaths  were  attributed  to  influenza  and  seven  to 
pneumonia.  There  were  no  deaths  certified  as  caused'  by  measles,  scarlet 
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fever,  diphtheria  or  whooping  cough. 


On  account  of  the  cause  of  the  case  of  undulant  fever 
is  given  under  Section  33,  on  page  9. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation: - 

This  work  proceeded  fairly  satisfactorily  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  Department  was  greatly  assisted  by  the  co-operation  received 
from  the  medical  practitioner's  v/ithin  the  area.  The  prophylactic  used 
is  chiefly  alum  precipitated  toxoid  (A.P.T.)  and  toxoid  antitoxin  floccules 
(T.A.F.)  for  reinforcing  doses  and  occasionally  for  primary  injections  in 
older  children.  Experience  ha^  shown  the  treatment  to  be  sinple,  safe  and 
effective. 

Altogether  ninety-eight  persons  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
received  complete  courses  of  prophylactic,  seventy- four  of  these  being 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  following  table  gives  the  number 
of  children  receiving  complete  courses  according  to  age  group  in  each 
quarter: - 


CHILDREN  IIMJNISED  DUPING  YEAR  1946 . 


0-4  years. 

5-14  years. 

0  -  14  years. 

i 

^  1st.  Quarter. 

16 

1  T  fV- ■>«.■■■■ 

19 

- -  ■  - 

35 

j  2nd.  Quarter. 

14 

- 

14 

!  3^4.  Quarter. 

28 

2 

30 

j  4th.  Quarter. 

i  . 

16 

3 

19 

1  Year. 

74 

24 

98 

Only  one  reinforcing  dose  was  given. 

The  purpose  of  the  scheme  is  that  every  child  should  shortly 
receive  a  complete  course  of  prophylactic  (before  a.tta.ining  the  age  of  one 
year),  and  should  therea.ftor  receive  a  small  reinforcing  dose  of  prophylactic 
at  intervals  of  about  five  years  until  attaining  the  age  of  sixteen  years.,. 

At  present  this  is  seldom  fully  achieved,  for  whilst  the  position  is  fairly 
satisfactory  as  regards  primary  treatment,  the  opportunities  for  maintaining, 
protection  by  means  of  reinforcing  closes  are  few.  No  shick  testing  (for 
ascertainment  of  the  efficiency  of  the  treatment)  can  be  undertaken  at  the 
present  time. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  in  each  age 
group  who  have  received  tr cabmen t  in  the  estimated  resident  population :- 


IMMUNISATI ON  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION. 


Number  of  Children  sho  had  completed,  a.  full  course  of 
!-  .  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st,  December,  1946 

• 

Age  at  31.12.46.. 

Under  1,1  j  2  :  3  1  4 

5  _  9.10  -  14 

Total 

i.e.  Born  in  Year. 

1 946  ;  1 945 : 1 944  1  943  ’,1 942  jl  937-41 : 1 932-36 

Under  1*5 

Number  Immunised 

1  ;  !  ; 

-  1  32  ;  84  108  I  101 

I  '  I . 

479  j  558 

! 

1362 

Estimated 

mid-year 

736 

1270 

2006 

population 

1946 

It  will  be  seen  that  325  children  under  five  years  of  age 
had  received  treatment,  or  44. 2%  of  this  particular  age  group,  whilst  1037 
children  aged  5-14  years  had  been  treated,  or  81.5%  of  the  age  group.  If 
these  figures  are  combined,  1362  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  had 
received  treatment  from  a  total  estimated  cljild  population  of  2006,  or  67»7% 
were  presumed  protected.  It  will  be  noticed  that  treatment  for  those  under 
five  years  of  age  seems  to  be  less  favoured  than  for  those  over  school  age. 
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Three  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the 
year,  of  which  only  one  was  in  a  child  under  fifteen  years  of  age  and 
who  had  never  received  any  prophylactic  treatment. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributed  to  diphtheria. 


Scabies : - 


year. 


No  notifications  of  this  diseo.se  were  received  during  the 


Tuberculosis : - 


At  the  end  of  1945s  there  were  50  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  Register,  37  pulmonary  and  13  non -pulmonary.  During  the  year  1946, 
24  cases  were  added  to  the  Register,  20  pulmonary  and  4  non-pulmonary. 
During  the  year  1 6  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register,  1 2  pulmonary  and 
4  non-pulmonary,  and  on  the  31st  December,  1946,  53  cases  remained  on 
the  Register,  45  pulmonary  and  13  non-pulmonary. 


NEW  CASES  I-ND  MORTALITY  DURING  TSAR  1946. 


Age  Periods. 

NEW  OASES,  . 

DEATHS. 

Respir 

M. 

p 

o' 

°  ?• 

Non--respiratory. 

M.  P. 

Respir  a.tory. 

M.  P. 

Non-respiratory, 

M.  P. 

0+ 

1  + 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

5+ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

15+ 

- 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

25+ 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

35+ 

1 

- 

Sip 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

45+ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55+ 

1 

■ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65+ 

1 

- 

— 

1 

TAPIA  OP  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Ho. 

Cause 

M. 

: 

Total 

i  6 

Tuberculosis  of  Rasp  ire. tory  System 

3 

i 

4 

|  7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

3 

9 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

13(1) 

Cancer  pf  SuacaE  Ca.vity  &  Oesophagus 

3 

- 

3 

(ii) 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  A  Duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

15 

Cnncer  of  Bree.st 

- 

1 

1 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

10 

4 

14 

18 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

6 

4 

10 

19 

Heart  Disease 

19 

19 

38 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circula.tory  System 

2 

- 

2 

21 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

22 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

7 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  &  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

26 

Apendicitis 

1 

- 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Disea.se 

- 

1 

1 

28 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

31 

Premature  Birth 

- 

1 

1 

33 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

34 

Read  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

- 

4 

36 

All  Other  Cuases 

4 

! 

3 

7 

.  All  Ca.uses 

CO 

V3 

43 

ill 

0O0O0O0O0O0O0 


> 


*■ 


V 

e 

► 

V 


1 
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